
 

 

With todayõs farm economy, many farmers are considering their options for obtaining more 
farmable acres. However, the cost and limited availability of additional acreage can make 
purchasing or renting additional cropland difficult. One popular option is to clear off the 
wooded land that is already owned so it can be cropped. However, this may have conse-
quences.  
 

If you or your farming operation receive U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) payments from 
the Farm Service Agency (FSA,  previously known as the ASCS office) or the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS,  previously known as the SCS office), you are a USDA 
participant and are therefore subject to the rules and regulations of the Food Security Act of 
1985. 
 

The Food Security Act of 1985 and clearing woods 
The 1985 Act includes provisions that encourage USDA participants to protect wetland func-
tions and values. This is accomplished by linking your USDA eligibility to your farming prac-
tices. For example, if you are farming a converted wetland, you are ineligible for USDA bene-
fits. What do wetlands and clearing a woods have to do with each other, you ask? Most wood-
lots in Hardin County exist for two main reasons: 1) they were too wet to farm when the rest 
of the land was cleared; or 2) they were considered to be too steep or rolling to be farmed. 
The majority of the woodlots in Hardin County fall into the òtoo wet to farmó category. This 
means that there is most likely a portion of the woods that contains wetlands.  Even woodlots 
that are in the òrollingó category may have small areas of wetlands. Clearing, draining, filling, 
removing stumps, or otherwise making a wetland croppable can jeopardize a participantõs 
USDA benefits. 
 

What do I do if I want to clear the woods? 

Stop in at the FSA office and request a determination. Make sure to locate on a map the area 

of trees that you want to clear (including fencerows, if applicable). It is highly suggested that 
you do this at least one year before you want to clear the wooded area. There is a backlog of 
requests, and the determination requires a field visit from a specialist who covers multiple 
counties. 
 

Itõs been a wet year, of course itõs wet in my woods. 
The amount of rainfall does not impact the determination of a wetland. Wetlands are classi-
fied by 3 characteristics: 1) soils; 2) hydrology, or the way the water moves through the soil 
and across the landscape; and 3) vegetation. When looking for wetlands, the specialist is 
looking at factors that have developed over many, many years. Examples include, but are not 
limited to: the way a tree grows; the species of trees and other vegetation that is present; and 
soil properties that developed over a number of years. 
 

What if I find out thereõs a wetland in my woods? 
There are many options for dealing with wetlands. Often, the best option is to leave the wet-
lands as they are. Other options include, but are not limited to, mitigation, mitigation banks, 
and tile agreement options (if you want to run tile through the area). If you find there is a wet-
land in your woods, please work with the NRCS office on your options to choose which is best 
for you. 
 

What if I want to clear the wetland area anyway? 
You are free to clear the wetland and farm it; however you will then most likely be ineligible 
for USDA benefits and may also be required to repay some financial assistance you previously 
received. The adverse determination will stay with the land, even if you sell it. You will also 
want to contact the Army Corps of Engineers to make sure your clearing, draining, or ditching 
do not violate provisions of the Clean Water Act. 
 
 

If you are considering clearing wooded areas and have any questions, please contact Megan 
Burgess at the NRCS office at 419-673-7238, ext 3. 
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ITEMS FOR SALE/RENT 

EROSION CONTROL BLANKET (8õX112.5õ)* ..................... $1.00 PER LINEAR FOOT  

FLAGS (MARKING)  ........................................................... $0.08 EACH OR $8.00 A BUNDLE (100)  

GEOTEXTILE (12.5õx360õ)* ............................................... $1.25 PER LINEAR FOOT  

MANURE DANGER SIGNS ................................................. $6.00 EACH  

MULCHNETTING (7õx3000õ)* ............................................ $0.20 PER LINEAR FOOT  

PLAT BOOKS-SMALL ......................................................... $7.00 EACH  

PLAT BOOKS-LARGE ......................................................... $13.00 EACH 

POND BOOKLETS .............................................................. $4.00 EACH  

COMMON SENSE POND BOOK ......................................... $17.00 EACH 

TILE PROBE ...................................................................... VARY ACCORDING TO SIZE  

30ó CARRIER PROBE (HOLDS 100 FLAGS) ....................... $25.00 EACH 

FILTER FABRIC (3õx300õ)* ................................................ $0.50 PER LINEAR FOOT 

SOIL SURVEY CDõS ............................................................ $10.00 EACH 

LIDAR MAPS (CUSTOMER REQUESTS) .............................. $5.00 EACH (8 1/2 x11; 11x17 SIZE) 

 ......................................................................................... $10.00 EACH  (24x36 SIZE) 

COPIES ............................................................................. $.10 each  (8 1/2 x 11) 

 ......................................................................................... $.25 each  (11x17) 
 

RENTALS 

STRAWMULCHER (2ó BALL)  ............................................. $50.00 PER DAY (INCLUDES 1/2 DAY) 

TREE PLANTER (2ó BALL) .................................................. $50.00 PER DAY  

SEEDER ............................................................................ $75.00 1/2 DAY  

 ......................................................................................... $125.00 PER DAY 

 ......................................................................................... $  25.00 DELIVERY FEE 

TRACTOR & SEEDER ......................................................... $125.00 1/2 DAY 
 ......................................................................................... $200.00 PER DAY 

 ......................................................................................... $25.00 DELIVERY FEE 

  

  New Item 

 For Sale 

30ó Carrier Probe 

Holds 100 Flags 

$25.00  

Calendar of Events 
 

January 1-New Yearõs Day 

January 2-Office Closed in observance of New Yearõs Day 

January 3-7:30 a.m. Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory 

January 16-Office Closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 17-7:30 a.m. Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory 

January 19-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

January 29-Febraury 1  NACD Annual Meeting in Las Vegas 

January 31-7:30 a.m. Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory 

February 14-7:30 a.m. Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory 

February 16-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

February 20-Office Closed in observance of Presidentõs Day 

February 27-28-OFSWCD Annual Meeting in Columbus 
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC 

PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING 

BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING 

Jim Legge 

21199 County Road 144            419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326             567-674-5076 

www.com1stbank.com 

674-7308 cell  

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 

Brad Wingfield   Rebecca Browning   Bob Wingfield  

  937-935-4512              937-935-4510  

 

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC  

456 E. Franklin St. 

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

        Fax: 419-673-6155 

Office: 800-276-0101    Email:isure@wingfieldcrop.com           

Office: 419-675-0008              www.wingfieldcrop.com 

Gary & Carol Oates 

Kenton, Ohio 

NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY  

A division of Ohio Insurance &  

Financial Services, LLC  

Gary Nelson, President  

Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans  

202 E. Franklin Street  

Kenton, Ohio 43326  

419-673-8256 

Jeff Rickenbacher    Ranae Sherman   Josh McBride 
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POWELL SEEDS - Ada, Ohio 
LOCAL PEOPLE, LOCAL GENETICS 

 

Proven & dependable genetics and new gene             
technologies for HARDIN CO. 

An American, Ohio and Hardin Co. Family business 

FULL SERVICE seed company 
 -corn, beans, wheat, oats, forage 

 

Office -419-634-0763 or Tedõs cell 419-235-2152 

EFFECTIVE GRASS WATERWAYS NEED REGULAR MAINTENANCE  

Producing a bountiful crop demands a lot of attention and financial investment during the growing  

season on your farming operation.  But producers and landowners shouldn´t overlook the maintenance 

needs of grass waterways and other conservation practices either, said Tom Sprang, Hardin Soil &  

Water Conservation District Board Supervisor.  "Grass waterways are an important part of a farm´s 

overall soil conservation plan," Sprang said.  Grass waterways are permanent strips of grass seeded in 

areas of cropland where water concentrates and flows off a field. 

"The purpose of the grass waterway is to carry runoff water from a field. The grass prevents the water 

from forming a gully and traps some sediment. In addition, the vegetation absorbs some of the  

chemicals and nutrients in the runoff water,ò Sprang said. 

These grass waterways are a very valuable conservation practice that must be maintained in order to 

function properly. To keep grass waterways in good repair, they must receive regular attention,  

especially during the first year after establishment.  The following are some items to inspect and  

maintain during the 10 year design life of grass waterways: 

* Inspect grass waterway after significant storm events, and at least annually, to identify repair and 

maintenance needs. 

* Lift equipment out of the ground and shut off spray equipment when crossing the waterway.  

Encourage commercial applicators to do the same. If bare spots appear, reseed with sod-forming 

grasses to proper design width of the grass waterway.  Contact the local Natural Resource Conservation 

Service (NRCS) field office for recommendations on grass species to plant. 

* Do not use the grass  waterway as a roadway. Tracks can turn into gullies in  a single, intense rain 

event. 

* Maintain effective erosion control on the contributing watershed to prevent sedimentation and the  

resulting loss of grass waterway design capacity. 

* Fertilize grass waterways the first spring after seeding, and thereafter as necessary, to maintain a  

vigorous stand of grass.  Many producers fertilize their grass waterways when they top-dress wheat. 

* Mow periodically, but don´t mow between April 1 and July 15 when birds are nesting.  It´s important 

to mow grass periodically because it encourages the formation of a vigorous dense sod.   Mow grass no 

shorter than 3 to 5 inches.  

*Be careful not to till into the edges of the waterway. 

                                                                  ( Continued Page 5) 
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* Avoid end rows planted parallel along 

the waterway, because they may allow 

gullies to form on the waterway edge.  If 

gullies form, fill, reshape, and reseed. 

Contact the local Natural Resource Con-

servation Service (NRCS) field office for 

recommendations on grass species to 

plant. 

* Repair all broken tile lines adjacent to  

or in the grass waterway.  

* If water is running along the outside 

edge of the waterway and causing erosion, 

try to divert the water back into the grass 

waterway. 

* Do not apply manure in the grass water-

way.  Keep a setback distance of 35 feet 

from the edge for all surface application of 

manure. 

* Fill gullies or settlement areas in the 

grass waterway with either compacted 

clay soil or with No. #1 stone to grade of 

the grass waterway. 

* Remove any sediment that may  

accumulate and eventually clog and  

destroy the grass waterway. 

* Avoid using waterways as "turn rows" 

during tillage and cultivation operations. 

* Prevent livestock from having access to 

the grass waterway.  

* Inspect the outlet of the grass waterway 

to make sure it is stable and is not in  

danger of causing erosion back into the 

waterway.  If erosion is present, stabilize 

the outlet by placing rock, riprap, etc. 

 
For more information about grass water-

way maintenance, or other erosion, and 

drainage issues, contact the Hardin Soil & 

Water Conservation District/NRCS office 

at (419) 673-0456 extension 3.  
 

 

 

 



WINTER 2012 

Red Maple (Acer rubrum)  Located throughout all of Ohio.  In urban areas, it is abundantly found as 
a popular shade tree, noted for its brilliant red fall color.  Specimens found in the open may grow to 
70 feet tall by 40 feet wide, and its soft wood is not nearly as prone to storm damage as is that of 
Silver Maple. 
Planting Requirements:  Although Red Maple has been called a cosmopolitan species (meaning 
that it can be found in many different environments in nature), it strongly prefers deep, moist to 
wet, acidic, rich soils.  It grows in full sun to partial sun. 
Potential Problems:  The number one problem associated with Red Maple is its being transplanted 
into clay soils of alkaline pH, where it often lives under constant stress and becomes stunted. 

Deciduous Trees: 

 

Red Oak (Quercus rubra) - A major timber tree of the eastern and midwestern United States.  Along 
with Pin Oak, it is also one of the few oaks that is an important shade tree in the landscape indus-
try, noted for its brick-red autumn color and its rapid and vigorous growth rate.  Reaching 60 feet 
tall by 70 feet wide when found in the open under urban landscape conditions, it may grow taller 
and more massive in the wild. 
Planting Requirements:  Red Oak prefers moist, deep, rich, well-drained soils of slightly acidic pH.   
It adapts readily to dry soils of acidic, neutral, or slightly alkaline pH (some specimens develop 
chlorosis in high pH soils).  It thrives in full sun to partial sun (but is shade tolerant in youth). 
Potential Problems:  Red Oak is basically problem-free, although it may, on occasion, be subject to 
the standard army of pests and pathogens that afflict the Oaks. 

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District 

2011-2012 Tree Sale Order Form/Information 
 

 

Order Deadline 

February 24 - 

Limited supply! 

These trees are offered as a low cost source of plant materials for wildlife, timber  plantings, windbreaks, 
and other conservation uses. They are available to anyone without restriction.  Because of their low cost, 
we cannot furnish replacements, nor  can we mail or deliver the packets.  You will be notified by postcard 
as to when and where to pick up your order.  This will normally be the middle of April, but weather condi-
tions at the  nurseries will determine when the trees can be dug and shipped.  Please pick up your order 
promptly when notified.  Remember, these plants are 2 to 3-year-old transplants and average 12 to 24 
inches in height.  Most orders will fit in a regular-sized grocery bag.  We reserve the right to make altera-
tions in packet  content if orders far exceed the supply.   Orders must be received in the Hardin SWCD  

District Office, at 12751 St. Rt. 309W,  Kenton, OH 43326, with payment by FEBRUARY FEBRUARY FEBRUARY 24, 201224, 201224, 2012 .                                          

TREE CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS  (Hardin County is in Zone 5, Temp  ð10 to ð15°)  

Species Type/Zone Color  H/W Growth Rate Spacing 

Red Maple Deciduous/Zones 3-9 Fall: Red  70õ/40õ Medium-Rapid 15õ-30õ 

Red Oak Deciduous/Zones 3-7 Fall: Red/Yellow  60õ/70õ Rapid-Vigorous 15õ-30õ 

Arborvitae Conifer/Zone 3-7 Green  30õ/10õ Medium    6õ-10õ 

Blue Spruce Conifer/Zones  3-7 Blue   50õ/25õ Slow   10õ-15õ 

Norway Spruce Conifer/Zones 3-7 Green  80õ/40õ Medium-Rapid 10õ-15õ  

White Pine Conifer/Zones 3-8 Bluish-Green  80õ/40õ Rapid   10õ-15õ 

Dawn Redwood Conifer/Zones 4-8 Fall: Red/Orange  70õ/25õ Fast   10õ-15õ 
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Ordering Information 

Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia  glyptostroboides)  -  These plants are deciduous conifers that have 
needle-like foliage that appears to be "evergreen," but, in fact, these plants lose their foliage as 
the dormant season approaches.  Specimens found in the open may grow to 70 feet tall by 25 feet 
wide and grow as much as 50 feet in 20 years.  Excellent tree for large areas, effective as a 
screen.  Strongly pyramidal, even into older age.  Fall color is reddish to orangish-brown and sel-
dom requires pruning due to neat, uniform pyramidal shape. 
Planting Requirements:  Dawn Redwood strongly prefers deep, well drained, acidic, rich soils.  It 
grows in full sun. 
Potential Problems:   The tree has no known serious disease or insect problems. 
  

Conifer Trees: 
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White Pine (Pinus strobus) - Widely distributed throughout eastern North America, including all 
of Ohio.  Commonly transplanted today as a landscape evergreen tree, and is also sold as a 
cut Christmas tree.  Also known as Eastern White Pine, this towering evergreen easily grows to 
80 feet tall by 40 feet wide (or larger) under optimum conditions, with a rapid growth rate.  Its 
shape is upright pyramidal when young, but becomes irregular with maturity. 

Planting Requirements:  White Pine performs best in evenly moist, rich, well-drained, acidic 
soils in full sun. 

Potential Problems:  In spite of thriving in many natural settings, White Pine is very susceptible 
in urban settings to alkaline soil pH (causing chlorosis, resulting in yellowing of the needles 
and stunting of growth), winter salt spray, air pollution, compacted clay soils, and poor water 
drainage.  Young transplants and saplings are also subject to deer and rabbit browsing in any 
setting. 

Norway Spruce (Picea abies) - Found throughout all of Ohio and much of the United States and 
Canada as, perhaps, the most common spruce, rivaled only by Colorado Spruce.  It is found as 
an ornamental tree in urban environments, a windbreak and snow break in both urban and 
rural areas, and occasionally in pure stands for future harvest in forests.  Quickly reaches 80 
feet height by 40 feet in spread with its medium to rapid growth rate, and adapts to a variety of 
harsh soil and sparse moisture conditions. 

Planting Requirements:  Norway Spruce prefers moist but well-drained, acidic soils that may be 
organic, sandy, or loamy.  However, it is perhaps the most adaptable common evergreen tree 
to harsh conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH. 

Potential Problems:  Norway Spruce is generally a very healthy tree, even under harsh condi-
tions. 

Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea punges glauca) - Planted throughout the United States and Can-
ada as an ornamental evergreen, including all of Ohio.  Vans Pines Nurseryõs special strain for 
95% uniform blue in color.  Most trees may easily reach 50 feet tall by 25 feet wide at the 
base, although in the wild much taller specimens are commonly reached.  Perhaps no other 
evergreen tree is as cherished for home landscapes as Blue Spruce. 

Planting Requirements:  Colorado Spruce prefers moist, acidic soils that may be organic, 
sandy, or loamy; the soils must not be poorly drained or wet.  It is also adaptable to a variety of 
less than favorable conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alka-
line pH. 

Potential Problems:  Colorado Spruce is generally a healthy tree, and like most spruces, it suf-
fers needle damage due to feeding by various spider mites.  It is especially drought tolerant, 
including young transplants that have been root-pruned into ball and burlap form. 

Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) - Arborvitae is found throughout eastern Canada, New England, 
and the northern states of the Eastern United States.  While it is primarily found in Ohio in ur-
ban landscapes, where it often thrives in dry, alkaline soils, it occurs in greatest abundance in 
the wilds of Ohio when found near acidic bogs.  When found in the open, non-compact forms 
may reach 30 feet tall by 10 feet wide. 
Planting Requirements:  Arborvitae performs best in moist soils of alkaline pH, but is very 
adaptable to poor soils that are rocky, sterile, dry or wet, and of neutral to acidic pH.  It can be 
planted just about anywhere there is full sun to partial sun, with minimal aftercare.  It is found 
in zones 3 to 7 in full sun to partial sun, but does not thrive in the southern part of its range. 
Potential Problems:  The lower foliage and twigs of Arborvitae can also be significantly sheared 
back in winter by deer browsing, and the flexibility of the softwood and its strong tendency to 
be multitrunked make it a prime candidate for snow and ice damage.  Otherwise, Arborvitae is 
a healthy and vigorous shrub and tree. 

Conifer Trees: 


