
New Proposed Rules for Distressed Watersheds  

This summer we have heard many 
news stories coming from the Grand 
Lake St. Marys watershed regarding 
blue green algae.   There are new 
rules going through the review proc-
ess for watersheds that have been 
designated as distressed, which 
Grand Lake has been designated.   
 

These rules invoke two requirements; 
one for nutrient management plans 
and one for restrictions on winter ma-
nure application. Once these rules 
are passed they will become part of 
the Ohio Revised Code.  This could 
be happen as early as the beginning 
of 2011. 
 

The rules begin with the ability for the 
Chief of the Division of Soil and Wa-
ter Resources, with consent of the 
Ohio Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission, to designate water-
sheds as being in distress.  There 
would then be restrictions on land 
application of manure in the winter  
and requirements for all farms gener-
ating or using manure, above a low 
quantity threshold, to have an ap-
proved nutrient management plan, to 
operate in conformance with it, within 
the  distressed watersheds. 

The following is summarized from the 
proposed rules:  
Within two years after designation of 
a watershed in distress by the Chief: 
ǐ Shall not apply manure between 
 December 15th and March 1st  
ǐ Before December 15th and after  
 March 1st, shall not surface  
 apply manure on frozen ground or  
 ground covered in more than one  
 inch of snow.  

ǐ Before December 15th and after 
 March 1st it is permissible to apply 

manure on frozen or snow covered 
ground only when manure is injected 
or incorporated within 24 hours of 
surface application.  
ǐ Shall keep records of manure stor-

age volumes and ensure a minimum 
manure storage capacity of 120 days 
on December 1st of each year.  
ǐ Shall not surface apply manure if the 

local weather forecast for the land 
application area contains a greater 
than fifty percent chance of precipita-
tion exceeding one-half inch for a 
period extending twenty-four hours 
after the projected start of the land 
application of manure. Records of 
the local weather forecast shall be 
kept and made available upon re-
quest by the Chief or his or her des-
ignee. Local weather forecasts and 
hourly weather graph information is 
available at www.noaa.gov.  

 

ǐ Failure to install or implement ap-
propriate standards from the Field 
Office Technical Guide is a viola-
tion of this rule regardless of 
whether pollution to waters of the 
state has occurred.  

 
ǐ You must have a Comprehensive 

Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) 
or equivalent nutrient management 
plan within 6 months to 2 years from 
the time a watershed is designated 
as distressed.  

 

ǐ Manure nutrient application, weather 
forecasts, manure and soil analysis, 
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 and manure storage volumes shall be kept a mini-
mum of five years and shall be made available for 
review by the Chief or his or her designee with a 
minimum of 24 hours notice. The Chief or designee 
shall visit the animal feeding operation and review 
records a minimum of once every three years and 
provide a report of the findings to the Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board of Supervisors and the 
Division.  

 

ǐ After plan approval, plans shall be submitted a mini-
mum of once every three years to the Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board of Supervisors or the 
Chief for approval.  

 

At this time, Hardin County IS NOT in a watershed 
designated as distressed.  The above is information 
to show you how things can change if your watershed 
is designated as distressed.  We still have guidelines 
that you should be following for winter manure applica-
tion.  First of all, we still recommend that your storage 
has enough capacity to get you through the winter 
months.  If you need to apply manure during the win-
ter, here are the guidelines from NRCS practice stan-
dard 633. 

Application of wastes to frozen and snow covered soil.   
Application on frozen and snow covered soil is not rec-
ommended.  However, if manure application becomes 
necessary on frozen or snow covered soils, only lim-
ited quantities of manure shall be applied to address 
waste storage limitations until non frozen soils are 
available for manure application. These situations 
need to be documented in the CNMP and in the pro-
ducer records.  If winter application becomes neces-

sary, applications are to be applied only if ALL the fol-
lowing criteria are met: 

Application rate is limited to 10 wet tons/acre for 
solid manure more than 50% moisture and 5 wet 
tons/acre for manure less than 50% moisture.  For 
liquid manure the application rate is limited to 5000 
gallons/acre. 
Applications are to be made on land with at least 
90% surface residue cover (e.g. good quality hay or 
pasture field, all corn grain residue remaining after 
harvest, all wheat residue cover remaining after har-
vest). 
Manure shall not be applied on more than 20 con-
tiguous acres.  Contiguous areas for application are 
to be separated by a break of at least 200 feet.  Util-
ize those areas for manure application that are fur-
thest from streams, ditches, waterways, surface wa-
ter, etc. (areas that present the least runoff potential 
and are furthest from surface water). 
Increase the application setback distance to 200 feet 
ñminimumò from all grassed waterways, surface 
drainage ditches, streams, surface inlets, water bod-
ies.  This distance may need to be further increased 
due to local conditions. 
The rate of application shall not exceed the rates 
specified in Table 4 - Determining The Most Limiting 
Manure Application Rates for winter application. 
Additional winter application criteria for fields with 
significant slopes more than 6% (fields exceeding 
6% are to be identified in the CNMP).  Manure shall 
be applied in alternating strips 60 to 200 feet wide 
generally on the contour, or in the case of contour 
strips on the alternating strips. 

If you have any questions regarding manure applica-
tions, or would like to have a CNMP completed or up-
dated for you operation, please call Howard Lyle at 
419-673-0456 ext. 3 
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New Proposed Rulles for Distriessed Watersheds (contõd) 

POWELL SEEDS - Ada, Ohio  
LOCAL PEOPLE, LOCAL GENETICS  

 

Proven & dependable genetics and new gene             
technologies for HARDIN CO.  

An American, Ohio and Hardin Co. Family 
business  

FULL SERVICE seed company  

 -corn, beans, wheat, oats, forage  
 

Office -419-634-0763 or Tedõs cell 419-235-2152 

Serving  

Hardin County  

Since  

1917 



The annual Conservation Tillage Club 

breakfast meeting series is being held 

again this winter at the Plaza Inn in 

Mt. Victory. The Hardin and Logan 

County Soil and Water Conservation 

Districts and OSU Extension offices 

jointly plan the Conservation Tillage 

Club meetings. Breakfast begins at 

7:30 a.m. with the meeting following 

around 8:00 a.m.  

The topics scheduled for this year are:  

January 4 - Grain Marketing Up-

date . 

January 18 ð Weed Control Chal-

lenges.  

February 1 ð Ag Pollution Abate-

ment Rule Changes and Other 

Conservation Programs.  

February 15 ð Seed Treatments 

and Corn Nematodes  

March 8 ð Tissue Testing and 

Various P -testing methods.  

 

This event is sponsored by several 

area businesses. 

Conservation Tillage Club Meetings  

NRCS Extends Sign - Up Period for Conservation Stewardship Program  

dustrial forestland.   

 

   A CSP self-screening checklist is avail-

able to help producers determine if CSP is 

suitable for their operation. The checklist 

highlights basic information about CSP 

eligibility requirements, contract obligations 

and potential payments. It is available from 

local NRCS offices or online at http://

www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new csp/

csp.html. 

 

  To learn more, or to apply, contact Megan 

Burgess, Hardin County District Conserva-

tionist, at 419-673-7238, extension 3. 

Columbia, and the Pacific and Caribbean 

areas through continuous sign-ups with 

announced cut-off dates for ranking periods. 

The program provides many conservation 

benefits including improvement of water 

and soil quality, wildlife habitat enhance-

ment and adoption of conservation activities 

that address the effects of climate change. 

 

   All producers are encouraged to apply for 

CSP.  The program, authorized in the 2008 

Farm Bill, offers payments to producers 

who maintain a high level of conservation 

on their land and who agree to adopt higher 

levels of stewardship. Eligible lands include 

cropland, pastureland, rangeland and nonin-

WASHINGTON ï Natural Resources Con-

servation Service (NRCS) Chief Dave 

White announced the ranking period cut-off 

date for producer applications in NRCSô 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

has been extended to January 7, 2011.   

 

   ñWeôre extending the deadline for appli-

cations to CSP to provide agricultural pro-

ducers more time to complete their applica-

tions,ò said White.  ñThis will help farmers, 

ranchers and forestry producers by giving 

them more time and hopefully allow even 

more producers to participate in this pro-

gram.ò  

  CSP is offered in all 50 states, District of 
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Hardin County would like to welcome Amber Parker of DeSoto, Texas. She is a 

Soil Conservationist working for the Natural Resources Conservation Service in 

the Allen County Service Center. She will be floating between Hardin and Allen 

counties. She comes to Northwest Ohio after previously serving in the Fayette 

county service center and in the Forney, Ellis and Navarro County offices in the 

state of Texas. Amber earned a Bachelor's degree in Agricultural Business from 

the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. She can be contacted at (419) 223 - 

0400 or via email at: amber.parker@oh.usda.gov. 

Soil Conservationist Working in Hardin County  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html
mailto:amber.parker@oh.usda.gov


December 31 - Office Closed in observance of New 

Yearõs Day 

January 4 - Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in Mt. 

Victory at 7:30 a.m.  

January 17 - Office Closed for Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day  

January 18 - Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in 

Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.  

January 20 - Board Meeting at 7:30 a.m.  

February 1 - Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in 

Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.  

February 15 - Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in 

Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.  

February 17 - Board Meeting at 7:30 a.m.  

February 21 - Office Closed for Presidentõs Day 

February 24 -25 - Conservation Tillage  and Technol-

ogy Conference at ONU MacIntosh Center  

February 28 -March 2 ñAnnual OFSWCD Meeting  

March 8 - Tillage Club Meeting at Plaza Inn in Mt. 

Victory at 7:30 a.m.  

March 17 - Board Meeting at 7:30 a.m.  

Calendar of Events  
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www.com1stbank.com 

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC  

PONDS -WATERWAYS -CLEARING  

BACKHOE WORK -SEPTIC SYSTEMS  

DEMOLITION -DITCH CLEANING  

Jim Legge  

21199 County Road 144             419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326              567-674-5076 

674-7308 cell  

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 

Brad  Wingfield   Rebecca Browning   Bob Wingfield  

  937-935-4512              937-935-4510  

 

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC  

456 E. Franklin St.  

Kenton, Ohio 43326  

        Fax: 419-673-6155 

Office: 800-276-0101    Email:isure@wingfieldcrop.com           

Office: 419-675-0008              www.wingfieldcrop.com  

Gary & Carol Oates  

Kenton, Ohio  
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NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY  

A division of Ohio Insurance &  

Financial Services, LLC  

Gary Nelson, President  

Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans  

202 E. Franklin Street  

Kenton, Ohio 43326  

419-673-8256 

Jeff Rickenbacher    Ranae Sherman   Josh McBride  



Red Maple  (Acer rubrum)  Located throughout all of Ohio.  In urban areas, it is abun-

dantly found as a popular shade tree, noted for its brilliant red fall color.  Specimens 

found in the open may grow to 70 feet tall by 40 feet wide, and its soft wood is not nearly 

as prone to storm damage as is that of Silver Maple.  

Planting Requirements:   Although Red Maple has been called a cosmopolitan species 

(meaning that it can be found in many different environments in nature), it strongly pre-

fers deep, moist to wet, acidic, rich soils.  It grows in full sun to partial sun.  

Potential Problems:   The number one problem associated with Red Maple is its being 

transplanted into clay soils of alkaline pH, where it often lives under constant stress and 

becomes stunted. 

Deciduous Trees:  

Red Oak  (Quercus rubra) - A major timber tree of the eastern and midwestern United 

States.  Along with Pin Oak, it is also one of the few oaks that is an important shade 

tree in the landscape industry, noted for its brick -red autumn color and its rapid and 

vigorous growth rate.  Reaching 60 feet tall by 70 feet wide when found in the open un-

der urban landscape conditions, it may grow taller and more massive in the wild.  

Planting Requirements:   Red Oak prefers moist, deep, rich, well -drained soils of slightly 

acidic pH.   It adapts readily to dry soils of acidic, neutral, or slightly alkaline pH (some 

specimens develop chlorosis in high pH soils).  It thrives in full sun to partial sun (but is 

shade tolerant in youth).  

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District  

2010-2011 Tree Sale Order Form/Information  
 

 

Order Deadline 
February 25 - 

Limited supply! 

Ordering Information:  

These trees are offered as a low cost source of plant materials for wildlife, timber  plantings, 
windbreaks, and other conservation uses. They are available to anyone without restriction.  Be-
cause of their low cost, we cannot furnish replacements, nor  can we mail or deliver the packets.  
You will be notified by postcard as to when and where to pick up your order.  This will normally 
be the middle of April, but weather conditions at the  nurseries will determine when the trees 
can be dug and shipped.  Please pick up your order promptly when notified.  Remember, these 
plants are 2 to 3 -year-old transplants and average 12 to 24 inches in height.  Most orders will fit 
in a regular -sized grocery bag.  We reserve the right to make alterations in packet   content if 
orders far exceed the supply.  Orders must be received in the Hardin SWCD District Of-
fice, at 12751 St. Rt. 309W,  Kenton, OH 43326, with payment by FEBRUARY FEBRUARY FEBRUARY 25, 201125, 201125, 2011.  

TREE CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS  (Hardin County is in Zone 5, Temp  ð10 to ð15°) 

Species  Type/Zone  Color   H/W  Growth Rate  Spacing  

Red Maple  Deciduous/Zones 3-9 Fall: Red   70õ/40õ Medium -Rapid  15õ-30õ 

Red Oak Deciduous/Zones 3-7 Fall: Red/Yellow  60õ/70õ Rapid -Vigorous  15õ-30õ 

Arborvitae  Conifer/Zone 3 -7 Green  30õ/10õ Medium   6õ-10õ 

Blue Spruce  Conifer/Zones  3-7 Blue   50õ/25õ Slow   10õ-15õ 

Norway Spruce  Conifer/Zones 3-7 Green  80õ/40õ Medium -Rapid  10õ-15õ  

White Pine  Conifer/Zones 3-8 Bluish -Green  80õ/40õ Rapid   10õ-15õ 
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